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JOINT STATEMENT ON THE INTEGRITY OF THE GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAIN
DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
il 202

In late 2019, the first outbreak of what has now become known globally as the Coronavirus
Disease 2019 (COVID-19) was reported. On 11 March 2020, the COVID-19 outbreak was

he Dir of the World He: (WHO) as a pandemic.
The spread of the COVID-19 has placed the entire we inpracedentad situation. To Siow the
spread of the disease and mitigate iis impacts, ing
clased. Transpon hubs are baing affected. Ports

ing closed and ships denied entry

At the same time, the demand for and the movement of relief goods (SUCh as SUPPlies, Medicines.
‘and medical equipment) across borders is increasing dramatically. As pointed out by the WHO,
resuictions may interrupt needed aid and technical SUPPON. as well as businesses, and may have
negative social and economic effects for the countries concerned. It Is critical that Customs
dminisuations and Port State Authorlles continue (o faciitats the cross-ordsr movement of not
‘only relief goods. but general. (0 help minimize the overall impact of the COVID-19
Vandemic on economies and societes.

Therelore, Customs administrations and Port Stale Authorilies are stronoly urged to esiablish a
coordinated and proactive approach, together with all concerned agencies, to ensure the integrity
a1 et (aclliaton of e alobal suppty Chain 5o st 10 flow of Soods by soa Is not
unnecessaril pted.

The Intemational Maritime Organization (IMO) has issusd the fallowing Circular Lettors series
sucs relovant d the shipping industry in the context of the
SOVID 15 cubreak

+ Circular Lotter No.4204 of 31 January 2020, providing information and guidance on the
procautions to bo takon to minimize foks to soalarors, passongors and othoro on board
chips from the novel coronavirus (COVID-10);

+ Ciroular Lottor No.4204/Adl 1 of 19 Febluary 2020, COVID-19 — Implomentation and

nforcemont of relovant IMO instruments:

+ Girouar Lettor No4204/Ad9.2 of 21 Febmary 2020, Joint Statement IMO-WHO on the

e COVID-19 Outbre

+ Gicular Lotter No 4204/Ac of 2 Mareh 2020, Opsrat ional considerations for managing
GOVID-19 cases/outbreak on board ships proparcd by Wi

+ Circuiar Lot Mo 4204/Ada of 5 Marc 2026, 168 Corenais (COVID-19) Guidance for
ship operators for the protection of the health of seafarers;

Circular Lalter No.4204/Add 5/Rev.1 of 2 Apil 2020, Coranavirus (COVID:13) - Guidance
relating to the certification of seafarers and fishing vessel persor

+ Gl Letta M 4204/ of 27 Mty 2030, Ceroravius (GOVID-18) - Prstminary fis
of recommendations for Govemments and rolovant national authoriies on the faciltation of
maritime trade during the COVID-19 pandemic:

«  Circular Letter No.4204/Add.7 of 3 April 2020, Cnmnavxms (COVID-19) - Guidance
concerning unforeseen delays in the delivery of ship:
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